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ABSTRACT 
New localities of three species of Besdolus from the Balkan Peninsula are presented. B. illyricus is new to 
Albania, B. ventralis is new to Greece. 
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INTRODUCTION 

This paper is based on material collected in the 
Balkan Peninsula by staff members of the Hungarian 
Natural History Museum (see Murányi 2007). The 
specimens have been preserved in 70% ethanol and 
housed in the Hungarian Natural History Museum 
(Budapest, Hungary). The new localities are shown 
on the map of the Balkan Peninsula (Fig. 1). 

 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
 

Besdolus illyricus  Kovács et Zwick, 2008  
 
Material examined. ALBANIA: Mat county, Dejë 
Mts, open stream towards Fushë Lurë, N 41°39.829' E 
20°11.730', 1210 m, 13.04.2006, 3 larvae, Zoltán Erőss-
Zoltán Fehér-András Hunyadi-Dávid Murányi, 
PLP2230 – Shkodër county, Prokletije Mts, Okol, 
stream along the conjunction to Pejë Pass from the 
Bogë-Okol road, N 42°24.496' E 19°45.271', 1009 m, 
30.05.2005, 1 exuviae, Krisztina Balogh-Zoltán 
Barina-Dávid Murányi-Dániel Pifkó, PLP2292 – 
Shkodër county, Prokletije Mts, Okol, stream along 
the path from Okol to Valbonë Pass, N 42°24.255' E 
19°46.483', 895 m, 01.06.2005, 1 exuviae, Krisztina 
Balogh-Zoltán Barina-Dávid Murányi-Dániel Pifkó, 
PLP2293 – Shkodër county, Prokletije Mts, Theth, 
Shalë River, N 42°23.695' E 19°46.265', 750 m, 

03.06.2005, 1 exuviae, Krisztina Balogh-Zoltán 
Barina-Dávid Murányi-Dániel Pifkó, PLP2294. 
Remarks. The species was recently described from 
Montenegro by Kovács & Zwick (2008). It is new to 
the fauna of Albania. It was found in four localities 
of two mountain systems (Dejë Mts, Prokletije Mts). 
The ecological conditions of the sites are similar to 
those described for the type locality, but the altitude 
range is wider (750–1210 m a.s.l.). 
 

Besdolus imhoffi  (Pictet, 1841) 
 
Material examined. CROATIA: Mala Kapela, 
Plitvička jezera, 14.05.2005, 1 exuviae, 1 male imago, 
Dávid Murányi, PLP1768. 
Remarks. Only one, more than one hundred years 
old record (Agram, 11 Mai 1900) of this species was 
known from Croatia (Klapálek 1912, under the name 
Dictyogenus ventralis (=Besdolus ventralis), see Zwick & 
Weinzierl 1995). However, based on unpublished 
results of Aleksandar Popijač, this species is common 
in some rivers of the country (Aleksandar Popijač 
and Ignac Sivec, pers. comm.). 
 

Besdolus ventralis (Pictet, 1841) 
 
Material examined. GREECE: Kozani county, 
Neapoli, Aliakmonas River, N 40°19.572' E 21°24.421', 
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Fig. 1. New localities of genus Besdolus in the Balkan Peninsula; grey areas are above 1000 m. 
 
 
559 m, 14.05.2006, 1 exuviae, László Dányi-Jenő 
Kontschán-Dávid Murányi, PLP2120. 
Remarks. It is new to the fauna of Greece (see 
comprehensive work of Tierno de Figueroa & 
Fochetti 2001, and Pardo & Zwick 2004, Ravizza 2002, 
Sivec 1997, Tierno de Figueroa & Fochetti 2007). It 
was recently recorded from the rivers Raba and 
Lafnitz in the Carpathian Basin (Graf 1997, under the 
name Besdolus cf. imhoffi, see Kovács et al. 2004; 
Kovács & Ambrus 2001). Earlier data are from the 

1910s (Zwick & Weinzierl 1995). 
 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

We are grateful to Aleksandar Popijač (University 
of Zagreb, Zagreb), Ignac Sivec (Slovenian Museum 
of Natural History, Ljubljana), José Manuel Tierno de 
Figueroa (Universidad de Granada, Granada) and 
Peter Zwick (Schlitz) for the information. Thanks are 
due to Ottó Merkl (Hungarian Natural History 
Museum, Budapest) for linguistic help. 



 
Kovács, T. & D. Murányi 2008. New data on genus Besdolus from the Balkan Peninsula (Plecoptera: Perlodidae). 
Illiesia, 4(9):91-93. Available online: http://www2.pms-lj.si/illiesia/Illiesia04-09.pdf 

 
 

Illiesia – http://www2.pms-lj.si/illiesia/      Volume 4 – Number 9 – Page 93 

REFERENCES 
Graf, W. 1997. A new record of the perlid stonefly 

Agnetina elegantula (Klapálek, 1905) in Europe. 
In: Landolt P. & Sartori M. (Eds.) 
Ephemeroptera & Plecoptera: Biology-Ecology-
Systematics. Maron+Tinguely & Lachat SA, 
CH-Fribourg pp.: 205-208. 

Klapálek, F. 1912. Plécoptères I. Fam. Perlodidae. 
Collections zoologiques du Baron Edm. de 
Sélys-Longchamps 4:1-66. 

Kovács, T. & A. Ambrus. 2001. Ephemeroptera, 
Odonata and Plecoptera larvae from the River 
Rába and River Lapincs. Folia Historico-
Naturalia Musei Matraensis, 25:145-162. 

Kovács, T., W. Graf, & A. Ambrus. 2004. Besdolus 
ventralis (Pictet, 1841) and Isogenus nubecula 
Newman, 1833 (Plecoptera: Perlodidae) from 
the Austrian reaches of the Lafnitz river. Folia 
entomologica hungarica, 65:33-36. 

Kovács, T. & P. Zwick. 2008. Contribution to the 
knowledge of genus Besdolus (Plecoptera: 
Perlodidae). Aquatic Insects, 30 (3):179-186. 

Murányi, D. 2007. New and little-known stonflies 
(Plecoptera) from Albania and the 
neighbouring countries. Zootaxa, 1533:1-40. 

Pardo, I. & P. Zwick. 2004. New contributions to the 
knowledge of Mediterranean stoneflies 
(Plecoptera). Aquatic Insects, 26 (2):131-137. 

Ravizza, C. 2002. Leuctra marani Raušer, new for the 
Greek stonefly-fauna. Atti della Società italiana 
di Scienze naturali e del Museo civico di Storia 
naturale di Milano, 143 (2):191-193. 

Sivec, I. 1997. Helenoperla malickyi, a new genus of 
European Perlidae (Plecoptera) from Greece. In: 
Landolt P. & Sartori M. (Eds.) Ephemeroptera & 
Plecoptera: Biology-Ecology-Systematics. 
Maron+Tinguely & Lachat SA, CH-Fribourg 
pp.: 205-208. 

Tierno de Figueroa, J.M. & R. Fochetti. 2001. 
Description of Protonemura aroania sp. n. and of 
the Male of Leuctra moreae Zwick, 1978, with a 
Contribution to the Knowledge of the Stonefly 
Fauna of Greece (Insecta, Plecoptera). Aquatic 
Insects, 23 (3):209-217. 

Tierno de Figueroa, J.M. & R. Fochetti. 2007. First 
record of the genus Capnioneura Ris, 1905 
(Plecoptera, Capniidae) for Greece. Boletín de la 
Asociación española de Entomología, 31 (3-
4):279-280. 

Zwick, P. & A. Weinzierl. 1995. Reinstatement and 
revision of genus Besdolus (Plecoptera: 
Perlodidae). Entomologica scandinavica, 26:1-
16. 

 
Received 12 September 2008, Accepted 13 September 2008, 
Published 16 September 2008 


